WEEK 4: “Priority”

Sermon Notes:

OPENING QUESTIONS
@ How do you determine what goes on your schedule?

@ What factor(s) do you consider when making something a priority in your life?
Why?



Priority (Abraham)

Genesis 13:5-17

°> Lot, who was traveling with Abram, had also become very wealthy with flocks of sheep and goats, herds

of cattle, and many tents. ¢ But the land could not support both Abram and Lot with all their flocks and
herds living so close together. 7 So disputes broke out between the herdsmen of Abram and Lot. (At that time
Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land.)

& Finally Abram said to Lot, “Let’s not allow this conflict to come between us or our herdsmen. After all, we
are close relatives! ° The whole countryside is open to you. Take your choice of any section of the land you
want, and we will separate. If you want the land to the left, then I'll take the land on the right. If you prefer
the land on the right, then I'll go to the left.”

10 | ot took a long look at the fertile plains of the Jordan Valley in the direction of Zoar. The whole area

was well watered everywhere, like the garden of the Lord or the beautiful land of Egypt. (This was before

the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.) ' Lot chose for himself the whole Jordan Valley to the east of
them. He went there with his flocks and servants and parted company with his uncle Abram. '?> So Abram
settled in the land of Canaan, and Lot moved his tents to a place near Sodom and settled among the cities of
the plain. '3 But the people of this area were extremely wicked and constantly sinned against the Lord.

4 After Lot had gone, the Lord said to Abram, “Look as far as you can see in every direction—north and
south, east and west. "> I am giving all this land, as far as you can see, to you and your descendants as a
permanent possession. '° And I will give you so many descendants that, like the dust of the earth, they cannot
be counted! "7 Go and walk through the land in every direction, for | am giving it to you.”

@ \What were Abraham's priorities in this passage? What were Lot's priorities?

@ This passage gives a glimpse into Abraham’s heart. How does Abraham's
priorities demonstrate an attitude of generosity?




Priority (Jesus)

Matthew 22:37-38

Jesus replied, “You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.’ This is
the first and greatest commandment.”

@ How are the things you prioritize reflected in these verses?

Matthew 6:33

“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything you need.”

Matthew 6:24

“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to money.”



@ Jesus indicates that when we commit to God, he will supply all we need.
What is a time that you have seen this proven true?

€ Are there priorities in your life that get in the way of your ability to be
generous? What are they?




Priority (Financial Giving)

Genesis 4:2b-5

20 When they grew up, Abel became a shepherd, while Cain cultivated the ground. 3 When it was time for the
harvest, Cain presented some of his crops as a gift to the Lord. * Abel also brought a gift—the best portions
of the firstborn lambs from his flock. The Lord accepted Abel and his gift, but he did not accept Cain and his

gift.

@ Do you tend to give God your first and best?

@ What steps do you need to take to rearrange your priorities to better
reflect your first and best?




NEXT STEPS | Reflect and pray on what it looks like to truly prioritize
God as it relates to your generosity to His Kingdom.




